A Letter From A Friend

Recently | read a letter from a “friend” that I’d like to share with you in hopes it will help you in your
daily living, in your relationships with others, and your relationship with God. Please don’t hesitate to
share it with others, or wherever there is a need. In our world today, it is not too hard to see where
those “needs” are. Enjoy....

"....I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living sacrifice, holy - the kind
He can accept. When you think of what He has done for you, is this too much to ask? Don't
copy the behavior and customs of this world but be a new and different person with a fresh
newness in all you do and think. Then you will learn from your own experience how His ways
will really satisfy you.

As God's messenger I give each of you God's warning: Be honest in your estimate of
yourselves, measuring your value by how much faith God has given you. Just as there are
many parts to our bodies, so it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of it, and it takes
every one of us to make it complete, for we each have different work to do. So, we belong
to each other, and each needs all others.

God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So, if God has given the ability
to prophesy, then prophesy wherever you can - as often as your faith is strong enough to
receive a message from God. If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you
are a teacher, do a good job teaching. If you are a preacher, see to it that your sermons are
strong and helpful. If God has given you money, be generous in helping others with it. If God
had has given you administrative ability and put you in charge of the work of others, take
the responsibility seriously. Those who offer comfort to the sorrowing should do so with
Christian cheer.

Don't just pretend that you love others: really love them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on the
side of good. Love each other with brotherly affection and take delight in honoring each
other. Never be lazy in your work but serve the Lord enthusiastically.

Be glad for all God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble, and prayerful always. When
God's children are in need, you BE THE ONE to help them out. And get into the habit of
inviting guests home for dinner or, it they need lodging, for the night.

If someone mistreats you because you are Christians, don't curse him; pray that God will
bless him. When others are happy, be happy with them. If they are sad, share their sorrow.
Work happily together. Don't try to act big. Don't try to get into the good graces of
important people but enjoy the company of ordinary folks. And don't think you know it alll

Never pay back evil for evil, Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honest
clear through. Don't quarrel with anyone. Be at peace with everyone, just as much as
possible.



Dear friends, never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God, for he has said that he will repay
those who deserve it. [Don't take the law into your own hands.] Instead, feed your enemy if
he is hungry. If he is thirsty give him something to drink and you will be "heaping coals of
fire on his head.” In other words, he will feel ashamed of himself for what he has done to
you. Don't let evil get the upper hand but conquer evil by doing good.”

| have read this letter many times over the years as it helps keep me grounded in what | try to do. Am |
always successful? Not hardly, that is why | re-read it and re-read it. Especially, when things don’t
seem to being going my way or | when feel bad about what | have said or done something hurtful to
someone. But those words do help in getting me back on track. How successful could our American
Legion be by following these words?

So, who was this friend that sent me that letter, and when did he send it? Please understand, as well,
that it wasn’t sent just to me, but effectively to everyone that needs help in their life and in their
relationship with God. You see, that was only a portion of a letter that was sent almost two thousand
years ago from the Apostle Paul to his friends in Rome (Chapter 12, specifically). It proves, as well,
that God’s word are timeless and has relevance today as much as they did those thousands of years
ago. Wouldn’t our world be a much better place to live in if everyone followed those words? It can
start with us continuing to lead the way, we just need to BE THE ONE to make the change.



